BA
Branchial cleft cysts (BCCs) are the most common congenital masses of the lateral neck and they usually become apparent in the second and third decades of life. [1] [2] [3] Second BCCs are the commonest branchial cleft anomalies, representing about 95% of cases. [4, 5] They generally present as a slow-growing, fluctuant mass at the mandibular angle along the anterior border of the upper third of sternocleidomastoid. [1, 3, 4] The cystic lateral neck masses that can mimic BCCs include lymphangiomas, thyroglossal duct cysts, ectopic thymic cysts, dermoid and epidermoid cysts, necrotic adenopathies and cystic nerve sheath tumors.
[2-4] It is not easy to differentiate BCCs from their mimics clinically and radiologically before surgery because they have similar
